
Full Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=rjog20

Download by: [University of Leeds] Date: 04 June 2016, At: 18:23

Journal of Geography

ISSN: 0022-1341 (Print) 1752-6868 (Online) Journal homepage: http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rjog20

Review

R. H. Whitbeck

To cite this article: R. H. Whitbeck (1910) Review, Journal of Geography, 8:6, 138-140, DOI:
10.1080/00221341008985434

To link to this article:  http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00221341008985434

Published online: 09 May 2008.

Submit your article to this journal 

Article views: 3

View related articles 

http://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=rjog20
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rjog20
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/00221341008985434
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00221341008985434
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=rjog20&page=instructions
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=rjog20&page=instructions
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/00221341008985434
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/00221341008985434


138 THE JOURNAL OF GEOGRAPHY February 

K EV I EW 

THE TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY. By William J. Sutherland, 
Principal of the State Normal School, Platteville, Wis. ; pub- 
lished by Scott, Foresrnan & Co., Chicago, 1909. 295 pages. 

PrincipaI Sutherland’s book is a real contribution to the peda- 
gogy of geography. The author is a teacher of long experience, 
particularly in normal school work. 

The book is divided into three parts: 
( I )  The nature and scope of geography, eight chapters; 
(2) The teaching of geography, seven chapters; 
(3)  Practical suggestions, six chapters, with a final chapter 

on the Bibliography of Geography, giving some 40 
titles of baoks dealing with the pedagogical side of 
the subject and 150 titles of reference books and text- 
books. 

X man who has reached the point of writing a book on the 
teaching of any subject is probably somewhat of an enthusiast 
in that subject. Being such, he is likely to attach much import- 
ance to the subject and to see much value in it. Usually he makes 
unreasonable claims for it, and leaves the impression that a large 
part of the pupil’s time and most of the teacher’s time ought to 
be devoted to it. On the whole, however, Principal Sutherland 
has made more reasonable claims for geography than specialists 
usually make. And that is to the credit of his book. His work 
in the field of general education has given him an educational 
philaosophy w‘hich stands out boldly in Part I. His philosophy 
is that the aim of education is to enable man to adapt himself to 
his environmerlt through knowledge of it, and to help him im- 
prove the environment when it is unfavorable. The author holds 
consistently to this main idea throughout his discussion of the 
nature and scope of geography. It is very clear, however, that 
in this discussion he is thinking mostly of geography for some- 
what mature mindk, rather than th,ose phases of geography which 
must be given to young children. He says (p. 23) : ‘‘ But when 
these facts are learned independently of their antecedent causes 
and also independently of their consequent effects, one must 
realize that the fact side aIone is uninteresting and insignificant.” 
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This is acceptable when applied to mature geography and it has 
a degree of applicability to elementary school geography. But, 
quoting Mill, ‘‘A broad distinction should be drawn between the 
method of school teaching and of university teaching in geog- 
raphy. The former, in my opinion, should deal mainly with 
facts, the latter with relations and causes.” It will be noted that 
Mill says “ mainly with facts,” not wholly. 

Assuming that the author makes this distinction between 
elementary school geography and advaizced geography (though 
not necessarily uiziversity geography), I am prepared to say that 
I regard Plart I of his book as sound, sensible, helpful, besides bz- 
ing clear and forceful in presentation. His practice of stating 
a general principle and following it with a concrete example is 
excellent. 13s  illustration “ a case of geographic influence in 
Illinois”-is one of his best, because it is specific. His New 
England illustration is not so good, for it generalizes a little too 
broadly, which is, by the way, a tendency in the new geog- 
raphy. His adherence to the rather unfortunate term “geo- 
graphic controls ” for geographic influences is to be regretted, 
for his definition (p. 35) indicates that he uses control in the 
sense of influence: A control is an element that exerts a marked 
influence upon the develsopment of a life form.” I t  is to be hoped 
that, in geographical padance, control will give place to the more 
accurate word influence. 

The use of the term “ social phase of geography ” in the sense 
of “human phase” seems like a defensible substitution. The 
author’s frequent reference to the need of broad scholarship, his 
figure on Page 57 showing that geography includes quite a liberal 
slice from each of eight natural and physical sciences, his belief 
that the good teacher of geography “must certainly take into 
consideration physiographic, economic, social and political con- 
ditions ” (p. 91) and that she “ must have a clear outline of the 
earth’s history and understand the great physiographic processes 
that have wrought through the ages ’’ (p. 24) ; that “ Teachers 
of the subject must comprehend the importance of treating the 
subject scientifically,” and that “ The very nature of the subject 
demands a broad sweep of knowledge on the part of the teacher 
and the chief source of failure in geography instruction is due 
to lack of breadth i n  general scholarship,”-all tend to show 
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that he has iii mind a type of person who can not be found or ex- 
pected in the ordinary graded school, where the teacher must be 
as efficient in a half dozen &her subjects as she is in geography. 
Principal Sutherland is too experienced in making teachers to 
expect to find many such specialists teaching in the grades, either 
to-day or to-morrow. 

There is scarcely more than a mention of that extremely essen- 
tial phase of elementary work, namely, place geography or knowl- 
edge of location. The new geographies, for a time, made the 
mistake of discrediting this phase of work in the elementary 
school. There is now a distinct reaction in favor of more em- 
phasis on place geography in the grades. If Principal Suther- 
land designed his book for the ordinary grade teacher as well as 
for the specialist, we cannot help wishing he had given a chapter 
to the need of drill in the location, or place, phase of geography. 

Parts I1 and I11 deal largely with methods and devices. Like 
other parts of the book, they reflect the sensible and experienced 
school man. 

The teacher who is seeking specific suggestions rather than 
discussion of general principles, will find help in the chapters on 
Inductive and Deductive Method, on Organizatikn of Materials, 
and on the use of text-books, magazines, pictures and museum 
materials. 

The bibliography contains the titles of most of the readily 
available and desirable books for the teacher’s use, as well as 
those of a considerable number of shorter papers. Perhaps a 
more limited and more discriminating selection, with brief com- 
ments, would have been more directly helpful to teachers. 

It ought to find a 
welcome in normal and training classes, in the reference library 
and on the teacher’s book shelf. 

All told, the book is a meritorious one. 

R. H. WHITBECK 
University of Wisconsin 
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